
Results of Visual Preference Tool 

Discussion
Littleton Common Overlay District

A project of the Metropolitan Area Planning 

Council for the Town of Littleton

June 17, 2009

Funded by the Commonwealth through MAPC 

under the District Local Technical Assistance 

program



The Visual Preference Tool

ÅHelps determine community goals for 

design of future commercial areas or 

mixed-use villages

ïWhat you like

ïWhat you donôt like

ïWhy?

ÅGuides preparation of updated bylaws

ÅJune 17 discussion focused on Business 

Areas only



Visual Preference Tool Discussion 

Results

Littleton Village Commercial Areas

The following vote tallies and comments were recorded at 

the June 17, 2009 discussion held at the Littleton Middle 

School.  Images are in order of highest to lowest votes.



Example 8:  59 votes

Dislike:

ÅPower lines

ÅParking up front

ÅStraight in parking

Like:

ÅMight be good downtown, not other          

areas (in general for all)

ÅGood for walking, browsing/welcoming 

and inviting

ÅGood size, traditional

ÅPorch

ÅHistoric, homey, Littleton 100 years ago

ÅPitched roof and dormer

ÅInviting, accessible, good for small 

business



Example 3:  56 votes

Dislike

ÅAwning 

ÅChain Fence

Like:

ÅBenches, open area 

in front

ÅTrees

ÅNatural wood

ÅBrick sidewalks

ÅWell-constructed /not cheap

ÅAwning/parking behind unobtrusive 

signs



Example 6:   

49 votes

Like

ÅRight  Building

ÅVariety

ÅLooks like a retrofitted building

ÅLooks like could be mixed use

ÅBrick sidewalk

ÅGreenery

ÅSpace between buildings

ÅOld-town feel

ÅWorks well on corner

ÅHistoric closer to road

Dislike

ÅBuilding on left - Looks like a shed

ÅColor

ÅLittle white fences

ÅLack of crosswalk

ÅLack of shade trees 

ÅNeeds setback if on Great Road

ÅOutside stairs to third story residence



Example 10:  38 votes

Like

ÅPedestrian refuge in parking lot

ÅGazebo

ÅRelaxed atmosphere

ÅCobblestone paver

ÅSomewhere for kids/dads to hang out

ÅHas village flavor

ÅClustered parking so can go to many 

stores

ÅCanôt see from street

ÅRather be in ñBòarea

Dislike

ÅCupola too much

ÅTop too cutesy

ÅStill looks like shopping center even if 

itôs gussied up

ÅRetail Anywhere USA

ÅPrefer parking separate from walkway

ÅPrefer parking in back

General comment

ÅNeed affordable business space, 

similar to affordable housing programs


