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MESA PROJECT REVIEW DESCRIPTION
“THE HOMES AT KIMLOCH FARM”
LITTLETON, MA

I. Introduction

The following is a description of proposed work of a 40B Project known s “The Homes at Kimloch Farm,”
located at 116 Goldsmith Street in Littieton, MA (Assessors Map U-11 & Parcel 53-1). The 5.99 acre site is
currently undeveloped open and wooded uplands and js contains a potential vermal pool and its 100-Foot Buffer
(PVP #12773). A portion of the site is also now wapped as an NHESP 2008 Estimated Habitat of Rare
Species. An Information Request Form was submitted and a response letter dated July 28, 2005 indicated that
three species of Special Concern, wood tartle, blue-spotted salamander, and four-toed salamander, had been
found within the vicinity of the site and met the criteria for the delineation of a Priority Habitat (NHESP
Tracking Number: 05-18249). Since then, the four-toed salamander has been delisted. The project includes the
construction of an access drive from Tajlea Street, eight proposed single family dwellings, proposed sewage
disposal system, and drainage structures, with the remaining areas of the site to be conserved as open space.

The project has been designed to protect as much priority habitat of state listed species on site as possible and
no work. is proposed with the 100-Foot Buffer Zone of PVP #12773. The following sections review the existing
conditions and its potential as habitat of the above listed state listed species, and the proposed impacts of the
project.

IL. Existing Conditions and Site Description

The site is curzently undeveloped with arcas of both open and wooded uplands. The western portion of the site
surrounded by Goldsmith Street and Tajlea Sweet is open grassland/meadow, made up mostly of grasses and
lawn areas (Photos 1-5). The northern, easter, and southern portions of the site are wooded uplands made up
of northern and central hardwoods including mixed oaks and birches (Photos 6-11). Some of these wooded
areas have higher tree canopy cover while some arcas have fewer trees and goore shrub cover.

There are areas to the east of the site which include a potential vernal pool (PVP #12773), and a bordering
vegetated wetland system associated with an intermittent stream, Areas of this wetland corplex are mixed
deciduous swamp and others are shrub wetlands.

There are heavily developed areas to the north, west and south of the site. These include residential areas to the
north-west and south-west, the Nashoba Valley Shopping Cornplex to the north-east, and a horse farm and
riding rink to the south of the site.



The project was desigued to conserve areas that had the most potential babitat value of state listed species.
These areas are found on proposed parcel B and are the most valuable and likely utilized habitats by blue
spotted salamanders. An area on 3.80 acres had been conserved as open space and protected from future
development as part of this project. :

TV, Conclusions

The proposed 40B Project known as “The Homes at Kimloch Farm” located at 116 Goldsmith street has been
designed to protect and conserve the most valuable and high priority habitat areas of the state listed species
found near the site. The most valuable habitats of blue-spotted salamanders have been included in the 3.80 acre
open space area of the project. For the reasons listed above we do not believe the site is likely utilized by wood
wrtles. Less than 25% of the 2.19 acres to be disturbed in currently forested, and less than hall of that forested
0.52 acres to be cleared is composed mostly of northern hardwoods. Of the total 4.32 acres of suitable wooded
blue-spotted salamander habitat, only 12% of the habitat is proposed for alteration. In this 12%, the less
desirable edge habitat is included as well as an area that will be a futuxe detention basin. The disturbance to
high value areas has been avoided and minimized as much as possible and nearly four acres of high value
habitat have been conserved.

It is our best professional judgment that the project as designed will not create a regulatory take of state listed
rare species. If there are any questions concemning this report, please do not hesitate to contact us.

au-r Research ngz.‘omfory, —gﬂt

| / . ‘ I .

Scott Goddard, CWS, PWS Jamie Walker

Senior Ecological Engineer and Project Manager Environmental Biologist
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PVP #12773

Photo 11. Looking -sastowm southem and the ezistng horse

riding rink.



cast 3 toward PVP #12773.

Phote 10. Looking north-portheast at areas above



Photo east at W areas on
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