
What Can I Recycle?
& Where Do They Go?



Materials Accepted in PAPER
Bin Below

Newspaper
Office Paper

Magazines

Junk Mail

Chip Board

Color, staples, 
paper clips, 
windows on 
envelopes, 

shinny paper 
is ALL GOOD

Cardboard



Aluminum/ tin 
and steel cans 
and foil 

Materials Accepted in separated bins at

the Transfer Station on Spectacle Pond Road

Glass bottles 
and jars

Plastics #1-7



Other household items that are 
Recycled

Appliances 
with and 

without Freon

Bulbs and 
thermostatsTanks and Tires

Batteries, oil and 
antifreeze

Metal items 
Electronics



Brush, Grass and Leaves



The Recyclables are Sorted by 
Type, …



Delivered
to 

Recycling 
Centers 

Then 
Baled for 
various 
Markets 



Then, Where Do They Go?

• Paper is shipped to 
– local mills in MA, Canada, or 

overseas to China 

• Plastics and metal bales 
– go to re-processors.

• Glass
– is made into new glass products.



What Do They Make With 
Metal?

• Recycled aluminum mostly goes back into 
aluminum.

• Americans and the aluminum industry recycled 
51.4 billion aluminum cans in 2005, for a beverage 
can recycling rate of 52 percent. 
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What Do They Do With “Tin” Cans?
• Steel from tin/steel cans is

– recycled into everything made with 
steel from cars to steel beams.

• When 1 ton of steel is recycled,
– 2,500 pounds of iron ore, 1,400 

pounds of  coal and 120 pounds of 
limestone are conserved.

• Recycling just 1 can 
– saves enough electricity to light a 100-

watt bulb for 3.5 hours



What About Plastics?
• Recycled plastics 

– are used in a wide variety of products including 
rugs, fiberfill for sleeping bags and winter 
jackets, and plastic wood decking materials.



Paper Is In Demand Worldwide

• The Fitchburg paper mill and others in the 
US compete with mills in Canada, China, 
India and Brazil for recycled paper
– Recycled paper is made into cereal boxes

– Cardboard into new cardboard
– Newspaper into new newspaper

– And there are many other uses



Benefits of  HOME 
composting

• Reduces the volume of garbage requiring disposal; 

• Saves money for you and your community in reduced 
soil purchases and reduced local disposal costs; and 

• Enriches the soil. Using compost adds essential 
nutrients, improves soil structure, which allows better 
root growth, and increases moisture and nutrient 
retention in the soil. 
– Plants love compost!



Materials Accepted in 
HOME Compost bin

fruit

veggies

Paper napkins, 
plates, breads

Leaves

NO MEAT or DARIY



For more information

• Littleton trash and recycling program and 
fees visit www.littletonma.org/

>Departments> Highway

• Composting   Visit 
www.mass.gov/dep/recycle > Composting


