
INCOMING FRESHMEN Summer Reading 2009
English Department – Littleton High School
We expect all new and returning LHS students to thoughtfully read at least two books over the summer AND to read and transcribe new vocabulary from TWO non-fiction magazine articles. Several copies of required books will be available at the Reuben Hoar Library, via MVLC, or in some cases school copies may be available for students to take home over the summer. 
Students should anticipate both objective and critical writing assessments on required reading either on or shortly after the first day of school. These assessments will be factored into students’ first term grades. Please see the reverse side of this handout for required texts and preparation guidelines for assessments. 

ASSESSMENTS OF SUMMER READING MAY COMPRISE AS MUCH AS 15% OF TERM I ENGLISH GRADE.
We also encourage that students read more extensively and broadly than we can or should formally “require.” We recommend that students and parents refer to a particularly well-annotated list of books in various genres that is posted on the Needham High School web site (If you Google Needham High School, click on “Academics” and then “Summer Reading”) and will be available at Reuben Hoar Library. 
Remember, various MCAS, SAT, and AP examinations require students to recall and apply their in- and out-of-class reading on open response essays. For this reason alone, it is a good idea for students to get in the habit of taking some form of reading notes when a text is still is fresh in their heads. The physical exercise of writing down one’s response to a text is a tremendously powerful aid to comprehension, memory and time-effective review. We encourage you to consider the following prompts to help you process the texts you read.
Basic Reading Notes/Reflection Questions:

· This book was written when? where? by whom?

· What is this book about? (Consider not just plot/character or topic, but also geographic and historical setting/context, key themes, arguments and/or controversies.)

· What aspect of this book do I imagine the writer is most proud of or concerned about? (Consider not just plot/character or topic, but theme, symbolism, style, rhetorical strategy, point of view.)

· What aspect of this book struck you the most—whether or not you liked it? What are you most likely to remember about this book a year from now?

· What’s your personal reaction to the book? Like, dislike, other? How do you account for your reaction? Is your reaction revealing primarily about the book itself, or about you as an individual/as a reader?
Special note for students (and their parents) who have enrolled in Honors/AP English courses:

Students who have enrolled in honors courses should be particularly diligent in completing assigned summer reading and assessment preparation by the first day of classes. During the first weeks of the school year, English instructors will be carefully scrutinizing the attitude and work habits of students who have enrolled in honors courses. If a student does not demonstrate the due diligence and professional demeanor expected in an honors course, the instructor may strongly recommend that the student transfer to a CP level course.

Entering 9th Grade:  Required summer reading
· John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men
· Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
· Two photocopied/printed non-fiction articles of the student’s choice
Assessment preparation for the NOVELS:

As you read the NOVELS, be sure to locate at least three passages (from a paragraph to a page in length) from each text  that you feel demonstrate two qualities: 1. interesting and/or distinctive writing; 2. significance for the text as a whole. If you are reading from a library book that you plan to return before the end of summer vacation, be sure to photocopy the pages on which these passages appear. 

Such passages might express a major theme or image developed in the work as a whole; they might establish or develop key features of an important character; they might dramatize a key conflict or turning point; they might be representative of a text’s overall writing style/strategy. 

On the first day of school:

On the first day of school, bring the book and/or the photocopied pages with you to class. The passages you selected should be marked so you can find them quickly. You will likely be asked to do an in-class writing exercise (perhaps extending into a paper) in which you contextualize, summarize, and analyze the passages as well as connect them to the work as a whole. Assigned readings will also be quizzed and discussed in class.
NEW:  Reading and 20 VOCABULARY words/definitions from non-fiction articles:

Read and photocopy/print a minimum of two magazine articles of at least 1500 words (rough equivalent of 2 single-spaced typed pages) each – the article, on a topic of your choice, should take you a minimum of 15 minutes to read. 

As you read, circle words that you don’t know or would not trust yourself to define completely or use if you saw them out of context. You must find AT LEAST TWENTY WORDS. If you can’t mine 20 words out of both of the articles, you need to add another article until you reach 20.

For each ARTICLE you read, you must write, BY HAND, three to four reflective sentences explaining what the article was about and why its subject/argument was of interest two you.

For each WORD you locate, you must transcribe, neatly, BY HAND, onto a piece of lined paper, the following:

· The complete sentence in which the word appears, with the word underlined.

· A complete definition of the word that accords with the way the word is used in that sentence. (OK if your definition defines the word using a different part of speech than in the article.)

On the first day of school, hand in the following—all stapled together:

             articles, reflective sentences, lists of words, excerpted sentences, and definitions

