INCOMING JUNIORS AND SENIORS Summer Reading 2009
English Department – Littleton High School
Students enrolled in AP English Literature only MUST read Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Copies to be distributed at school at the end of the 08-09 school year – some extras will be available at Reuben Hoar.  AP students must in addition select two titles from the regular junior/senior Summer Reading list.
Students enrolled in Honors English MUST select and read TWO books, and prepare for an assessment during the first week of school.

Students enrolled in CP English MAY, as optional extra credit, select and read TWO books, and prepare for an assessment during the first week of school.

ASSESSMENTS OF MANDATORY SUMMER READING MAY COMPRISE AS MUCH AS 10% OF TERM I ENGLISH GRADE FOR HONORS/AP STUDENTS.
Remember, various MCAS, SAT, and AP examinations require students to recall and apply their in- and out-of-class reading on open response essays. For this reason alone, it is a good idea for students to get in the habit of taking some form of reading notes when a text is still is fresh in their heads. The physical exercise of writing down one’s response to a text is a tremendously powerful aid to comprehension, memory and time-effective review. We encourage you to consider the following prompts to help you process the texts you read.
Special note for students (and their parents)  who have enrolled in Honors/AP English courses:

Students who have enrolled in honors courses should be particularly diligent in completing assigned summer reading and assessment preparation by the first day of classes. During the first weeks of the school year, English instructors will be carefully scrutinizing the attitude and work habits of students who have enrolled in honors courses. If a student does not demonstrate the due diligence and professional demeanor expected in an honors course, the instructor may strongly recommend that the student transfer to a CP level course.

Questions to Address / Tasks to Complete in Preparation for September Assessment

· This book was written when? where? by whom?

· What is this book about? (Consider not just plot/character or topic, but also geographic and historical setting/context, key themes, arguments and/or controversies.)

· What aspect of this book do I imagine the writer is most proud of or concerned about? (Consider not just plot/character or topic, but theme, symbolism, style, rhetorical strategy, point of view.)

· What aspect of this book struck you the most—whether or not you liked it? What are you most likely to remember about this book a year from now?

· What’s your personal reaction to the book? Like, dislike, other? How do you account for your reaction? Is your reaction revealing primarily about the book itself, or about you as an individual/as a reader?

· Identify and photocopy two significant passages from the book that you feel are interesting on their own and representative of the larger themes pursued in the book as a whole.

Summer Reading for Students Entering 11th or 12th Grades

Select one fiction and one non-fiction title. CHOOSE TITLES CAREFULLY. You will NOT be able to claim credit for reading a book you read last summer, or which was or will be assigned in an 
Be aware that the number of copies of these popular titles (especially of NON-FICTION titles) at Reuben Hoar and the MVLC are limited, so if you plan to access them through a public library, we recommend that you visit the library early in the summer. Lack of availability of a title at the library will NOT constitute an excuse for not completing summer reading.  All of the titles are worth purchasing.  

FICTION:

Tracy Chevalier, Girl with the Pearl Earring
The subject of Vermeer’s painting has her own story to tell.
Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary
The female Gastby. Classic 19th century French novel about a young wife who finds herself disillusioned in an empty bourgeois marriage and comes to a tragic end.
Charles Frazier, Cold Mountain
A disillusioned Confederate soldier walks away from his unit to get back home to Cold Mountain and the woman he loved there years before.
Leif Enger, Peace Like A River
A teenager shoots two bullies in defense of his sister. His sister and father pursue him as he runs from the law.
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 
(DO NOT SELECT IF YOU HAVE TAKEN OR WILL TAKE “THE NOVEL”)
Classic American novel revealing the glamour and superficiality of Long Island society in the roaring twenties.
Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees
In South Carolina in 1964, Lily Owens’ life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed.  Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna.
Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner
An Afghan boy, born to privilege and raised as the Taliban comes to power, emigrates to California and reflects on the world of his childhood, including his guilt at mistreating his boyhood friend, the son of his family’s servant. 
Garrison Keillor, Lake Wobegon Days
(DO NOT SELECT IF YOU HAVE TAKEN OR WILL TAKE “THE NOVEL”)
Comic novel about a teenager’s half-nostalgic, half-claustrophobic experience of small-town life includes hilarious parodies of New England transcendentalism and Luther’s 95 Theses.
Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried
A memoir of Vietnam.

George Orwell, 1984
Iconic mid-twentieth century novel anticipating a dystopic future in which alienated humans speak a debased language under the relentless gaze of a central computer, “Big Brother.”

Annie Proulx, The Shipping News
When Quoyle’s two-timing wife meets her just deserts, he retreats with his two daughters to his ancestral home on the starkly beautiful Newfoundland coast. . . . A vigorous, darkly comic, and at times magical portrait of the contemporary  North American family. “A lyric page-turner” (Chicago Tribune)
J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
Classic American novel whose teenage narrator, just expelled from prep. school, describes a half-comic, half-tragic weekend alone in New York City.
NON-FICTION:

Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
“This is a brilliantly written, passionate, whirlwind tour through 13,000 years of history on all the continents—a short history of everything about everybody. The origins of empires, religion, writing, crops, and guns are all here.”  -- Paul R. Ehrlich
Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat 3.0: A Brief History of the Twenty-first Century
”For Friedman, cheap, ubiquitous telecommunications have finally obliterated all impediments to international competition, and the dawning ‘flat world’ is a jungle pitting ‘lions’ and ‘gazelles,’ where ‘economic stability is not going to be a feature’ and ‘the weak will fall farther behind.’ Rugged, adaptable entrepreneurs, by contrast, will be empowered.” (Publisher’s Weekly)
Daniel Levitin, This is Your Brain on Music
“Levitin's fascination with the mystery of music and the study of why it affects us so deeply is at the heart of this book. In a real sense, the author is a rock 'n' roll doctor, and in that guise dissects our relationship with music.” (School Library Journal)
Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner, Freakonomics
As the subtitle attests, “A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything.”
Michael Lewis, The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game
“Lewis takes a statistical X-ray of the hidden substructure of football, outlining the invisible doings of unsung players that determine the outcome more than the showy exploits of point. Combining a tour de force of sports analysis with a piquant ethnography of the South's pigskin mania, Lewis probes the fascinating question of whether football is a matter of brute force or subtle intellect” (Publisher’s Weekly).
Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma
“A brilliant, eye-opening account of how we produce, market, and agonize over what we eat.  If you ever thought ‘what’s for dinner’ was a simple question, you’ll change your mind after reading Pollan’s searing indictment of today’s food industry.” (Seattle Times)
Oliver Sacks, The Man who Mistook his Wife for a Hat
A neurologist who claims to be equally interested in disease and people, Sacks (Awakenings, etc.) explores neurological disorders with a novelist's skill and an appreciation of his patients as human beings. (from Publisher’s Weekly)
Erick Schlosser, Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of the All-American Meal
Traces the history of the fast food industry and discusses how it arose in postwar America.

Theodore Sizer and Nancy Sizer, The Students Are Watching
A former dean of the Harvard School of Education considers behavioral ethics within school communities, particularly as they apply to teachers, both inside and outside the classroom. 

Tom Wolfe, The Right Stuff
Dramatizes the experiences of the 1950’s test pilots and “Mercury 7” astronauts, including Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, and Alan Shepard, who built America’s manned space program.
MANDATORY for Honors/AP:  Select one fiction and one non-fiction title. CHOOSE TITLES CAREFULLY. You will NOT be able to claim credit for reading a book you read last summer, or which you read or will be assigned in an LHS class last year or next year.











