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� ����'��� Construction documents shall accurately show dimen-

sions and construction of the pool and appurtenances and properly 
established distances to lot lines (see instrument survey), buildings, 
walks and fences, as well as details of the water supply system, 
drainage and water disposal systems, and all appurtenances pertain-
ing to the swimming pool. Detailed construction documents of 
structures, vertical elevations and sections through the pool showing 
depth shall be included.�
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421.10 Enclosures for private 
swimming pools, spas and hot 
tubs: In lieu of any zoning laws or 
ordinances to the contrary, private 
swimming pools, spas and hot tubs 
shall be enclosed in accordance 
with 730 CMR 421.10.1 through 
421.10.4 or by other approved 
barriers. 

 
421.10.1 Outdoor private swim-
ming pool: An outdoor private 
swimming pool, including an in-
ground, above ground or 
on-ground pool, hot tub or spa 
shall be provided with a barrier 
which shall comply with the fol-
lowing. 
 
1. The top of the barrier shall be at 
least 48 inches (1219 mm) above 
finished ground level measured on 
the side of the barrier which faces 
away from the swimming pool. 

The maximum vertical clearance 
between finished ground level and 
the barrier shall be two inches (51 
mm) measured on the side of the 
barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool. Where the top of 
the pool structure is above fin-

ished ground level, such as an 
above-ground pool, the barrier 

shall be at finished ground level, 
such as the pool structure, or shall 
be mounted on top of the pool 
structure. Where the barrier is 
mounted on top of the pool struc-
ture, the maximum vertical clear-
ance between the top of the pool 
structure and the bottom of the 
barrier shall be four inches (102 
mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall 
not allow passage of a four-inch 
(102 mm) diameter sphere 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Solid barriers shall not contain 
indentations or protrusions ex-
cept for normal construction 
tolerances and tooled masonry 
joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed 
of horizontal and vertical mem-
bers and the distance between the 
tops of the horizontal members is 
less than 45 inches (1143 mm), 
the horizontal members shall be 
located on the swimming pool 
side of the fence. Spacing be-
tween vertical members shall not 
exceed 1¾ inches (44 mm) in 
width. Decorative cutouts shall 
not exceed 1¾ inches (44 mm) in 
width.  

5. Where the barrier is composed 
of horizontal and vertical members 
and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is 45 
inches. .(1143 mm) or more, spac-
ing between vertical members shall 
not exceed four inches (102 mm). 
Decorative cutouts shall not ex-
ceed 1¾ inches (44 mm) in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain 
link fences shall be a 1¼ inch    (32 
mm) square unless the fence is 
provided with slats fastened at the 
top or the bottom which reduce the 
openings to not more than  1¾ 
inches (44 mm)  

7. Where the barrier is composed 
of diagonal members, such as a 
lattice fence, the maximum open-
ing formed by the diagonal mem-
bers shall be not more than 1¾   
inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply 
with the requirements of 780 
CMR 421.10.1 items 1 through 
7, and shall be equipped to ac-
commodate a locking device. 
Pedestrian access gates shall 
open outwards away from the 
pool and shall be self-closing 
and have a self-latching device.  
Gates other than pedestrian ac-
cess gates shall have a self-
latching device. Where the re-
lease mechanism of the 
self-latching device is located 

less than 54 inches (1372 mm) 
from the bottom of the gate: (a) 
the release mechanism shall be 
located on the pool side of the 
gate at least three inches (76 
mm) below the top of the gate; 
and (b) the gate and barrier shall 
not have an opening greater than  

½  inch (13 mm) within 18 
inches (457 mm) of the release 
mechanism. 
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9. Where a wall of a dwelling 
serves as part of the barrier, one 
of the following shall apply: 
 
9.1. All doors with direct access 
to the pool through that wall 
shall be equipped with an alarm 
which produces an audible warn-
ing when the door and its screen, 
if present, are opened. The audi-
ble warning shall commence not 
more than seven seconds after 
the door and screen door, if pre-
sent, are opened and shall sound 
continuously for a minimum of 
30 seconds. The alarm shall have 
a minimum sound pressure rat-
ing of 85 dBA at ten feet (3048 
mm) and the sound of the alarm 
shall be distinctive from other 
household sounds such as smoke 
alarms, telephones and door 
bells. The alarm shall automati-
cally reset under all conditions. 
The alarm shall be equipped 
with manual means, such as 
touchpads or switches, to deacti-
vate temporarily the alarm for a 
single opening from either direc-
tion. Such deactivation shall last 
for not more than 15 seconds. 
The deactivation touchpads or 
switches shall be located at least 
54 inches (1372 mm) above the 
threshold of the door.  

9.2. The pool shall be equipped 
with an approved power safety 
cover. 

10. Where an above-ground pool 
structure is used as a barrier or 
where the barrier is mounted on 
top of the pool structure, and the 
means of access is a fixed or 
removable ladder or steps, the 

ladder or steps shall be sur-
rounded. by a barrier which 
meets the requirements of 780 
CMR 421.10.1 items 1 through 
9. A removable ladder shall not 
constitute an acceptable alterna-
tive to enclosure requirements. 

421.10.2 Indoor private swim-
ming pool: All walls surround-
ing an indoor private swimming 
pool shall comply with 780 
CMR 421.10.1, item 9. 
421.10.3 Prohibited locations: 
Barriers shall be located so as to 
prohibit permanent structures, 
equipment or similar objects 

from being used to climb the 
barriers. 
421.10.4 Exemptions: The fol-
lowing shall be exempt from the 
provisions of 780 CMR 421.0. 
1. A spa or hot tub with an ap-
proved safety cover. 

2. Fixtures which are drained 
after each use. 

“Approved Power Safety Cover” 
means a power operated safety pool 
cover that meets all the performance 
standards of ASTM F 1346-91 and 
has a permanent label affixed to the 
cover or supporting product docu-
mentation verifying compliance. 

“Approved Safety Cover” 
means a pool cover that meets all the 
performance standards of ASTM F 
1346-91 and has a permanent label 
affixed to the cover or supporting 
product documentation verifying 

compliance. 
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