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1.0 PLAN SUMMARY

The 2002 Littleton Open Space and Recreation Plan (hercon referred to as “the Plan”™) is an
update of the 1997 Littleton Open Space and Recreation Plan. The 1997 Plan has been a critical
document in the planning efforts of the Town of Littleton over the last five years. It was also
heavily leveraged for the writing of the current Littleton Master Plan. This new Plan will be a
document that is actively referred to for future planning efforts as well.

Following the completion of the 1997 Plan, the Town initiated an Open Space and Recreation
Plan Implementation Committee. This Committee was charged with implementing the five-year
action plan specified in the 1997 Plan. Since its inception, the Implementation Committee has
worked to carefully and completely march through the goals and objectives from the 1997 Plan.

In addition, a Clean Lakes Committee (CLC) was established to specifically concentrate on
clean-up efforts for the Town's many surface water bodies.

The community, the Implementation Committee, and the CLC are committed to preserving the
rural character that has historically, and currently describes the Town of Littleton. The Town is
planning on making critical land purchases in the future to preserve this character and add to the
existing contiguous parcels of open space in the town, as well as improving the quality of life.
The emerging green belt can be traced from our border with the Town of Acton, across Littleton
to the border of Groton. Over the past five years we have engaged in many regional efforts with
our neighbors to expand trail systems, contiguous open spaces, and wildlife corridors.

The challenge to protect our rural character is growing. The Town's pace of development is
accelerating and fiscal constraints are greater than ever. Land resources are steadily being
removed from availability, and prices continue to escalate. Still, community expectations for
recreational opportunities and the protection of natural and cultural resources are higher than
ever. In that context, sound planning is entical.

Following the completion of the 1997 Plan, Littleton was able to purchase the 107-acre Long
Lake Conservation Area (referred to as the Frost/Whitcomb parcel in the 1997 Plan) with the
assistance of Division of Conservation Services Self Help Funds. Also during this time period,
another large parcel was acquired. The Morrison Orchard, consisting of 130 acres of prime
agricultural soils, listed as the number one piece of land townspeople would like the Town to
purchase, was acquired in December of 2000, again using Self Help Funds, in addition to APR
Funds and other funding mechanisms.

The Implementation Committee has completed a land inventory during its tenure. This study
classified the remaining open space in town that is not permanently protected. This land includes
private parcels that exceed five acres and are critical for preservation based on the views they
provide, the wildlife habitats they protect, and the water resources they contain. The Committec
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