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DEATlI.- \Vednesdav a telcoTam was• 0
received by George \\T. ScJnderson, an-

nouncin~ the sudden death of bis brother,Dr. Ira 1..1., at Sturgis, South Dakota, the
day before.

He was born in Littleton, May 13, 1840,
went to New .Jersey when eighteen years
old, taught school in the tawn of Ltbanon,
in that state, making his home with an
older brother, Augustus E., who was then
a practi(~ing lawyer. Aug. 25, 1362, be
enlisted as a private in Co. A., 31 t regi­
ment, N. J. yolunteers, appoint ~d and
commissioned 1st lieut. CO. A, [ Lst reg.
N. J. yol., by Gov. Olden, Sept. 11, 1862.
Mustered into the United States service
Sept. 17, 1862, honorably mustered out of
service and discharged June 2<1, 1863.
Soon after was appointed in the quarter­
master's department and statir"(~d at
Chattanoo~a, Te1111., until the close of the
war. Graduated from the college of phy­
sicians and surgeons in tbe city of New
York, March 1, 18G9 j served as assistant- - - ...
and house physician and surgeon at

Charity bospital, New Y0rk, for twoyears, and later on had cbarge of the
snutll pox hospital of tbe city for several
months. Had medical charge of the alms
house, work house and penitentiary on
Blackwell's island, N. Y., for some time,
under the charge of the commissioners of
charities and corrections for New York
cit,y.

lIe then went abroad, spending nearly
a year in travel and observation. Upon
his return he was appointed acting assist­
a.nt surgeon in the regular army, where he
served until 1892. He was in the rlepartr
ment of Arizona and department of tbe
Platte with Brig.-gen. Crook· and Gen. J.
.J. Coppinger. D. L. Magruder, surgeon
and medical director of the u. s. A., wrote
as follows:

Headquarters department of Arizona,
Prescott, March 16, 1875: Dr. Ira L.
San(ler80n, acting assistant surgeon u. S.
A., has been on duty in this department for
nearly three years, and during that time

has performed all professional and official
(1uties, both as field and post s~rgeon,
with marked ability and to my entire sat­
i8faction. In the capacity of field surgeon

he has seen hard service in scoutin~ amid
the snowfields of the rugged mountains of
northern Arizona during the winter of
1873-4. The doctor is very studious, con­
scien tious and fond of his profession. Is
temperate, strictly moral and regular in
his habits; is courteous and gentlemanly
always, and a great, favorite with all who
served with him.

Brig.-gen. George Crook wrote as fol­
lows: Headquarters dept. of the Platte,
Omaha, Neb., Sept. 15, 1875. Acting :1.sst.
surgeon Ira L. Sanderson served for a long
time under my command in the depc. at
Arizona, performing the duties of field .lnd
post surgeon, serving with scouting ~ar.
ties during the campaign against hostile
Apaches and other Indians, and being
sLa,Lioned at Camp Verde, Apache and
elsewhere. Of Dr. Sanderson's high char­
act.er, gentlemanly bearing and faithful at­
tention to duty, it gives me pleasure to
speak in terms of high praise.

For the ten last years of his service in
the regular army as surgeon, be was sta­
tioned at Fort Meade, now the town of
Sturgis, South.Dakota. For five or dx
years past he has attended to private Vac­
tice in bis profession· at this place. He
was a man of few words, but of rugjed
cha.racter, not easily swerved from a cot~rse
which he thought right.

A few years ago he gave to the Litth:~on
library many volumes of books, incluC:ing
a full set of Encyclopedia ~ritannica, well
bound. Outside of his professional sturlies
and practice he was a close student in ~is­
torical and genealogical matters. In gen­
ealogical research, relating to his own tam­
ily, he has gathered a great many facts
which are now partially prepared for pub­
lieation.

He was a true believer in the doctrine~
of the Episcopal church.


