
Littleton Station 40R Smart Growth Overlay District



40R Process  

• Draft 40R Zoning Bylaw and Design Guidelines
• Preliminary public hearing
• Application to DHCD
• DHCD issues Letter of Eligibility
• Local Zoning Adoption
• Evidence of Adoption
• DHCD Letter of Approval
• Local Project Approval
• Ongoing Reporting and Documentation



Application Requirements

• Location Map of Proposed District 
and Subdistricts, if any.

• Map showing land Developable Land 
within the district

• Map showing Existing and Potential 
Homes under Underlying Zoning

• Smart Growth Plan 
• Proposed Zoning Bylaw, Zoning Map 

and Design Standards
• Comprehensive Housing Plan



Approval Requirements

• Eligible Location
• Density of 8,12,20 Units/Acre
• Affordable: 20% Units < 80% AMI
• Plan Review Process
• Designed for Diverse Populations
• No Moratorium
• Occupancy Restrictions
• Fair Housing Compliance
• Infrastructure Plan
• Overlay Zoning is All-Inclusive



40R Section 10
Adoption of Design Standards

“A city or town may adopt, in accordance with 
the regulations of the department, design 
standards applicable to projects undergoing 
review by the approving authority, to ensure 
that the physical character of development 
within the smart growth zoning district or 
starter home zoning district is complementary
to adjacent buildings and structures and is 
consistent with the city or town's 
comprehensive housing plan or housing 
production plan, if any, and any applicable 
master plan or plans for the city or town.” 









Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Contents:
1. Introduction
2. Purpose
3. Applicability
4. Definition of Terms
5. Guiding Principles

• Reflects Littleton’s Planning Goals and Objectives 
• Connects to and enhances the train station and facilities
• Enhances Littleton’s Visual Character and Quality of Life
• Organized around the shared space of the public realm
• Supports Social, Economic and Environmental 

Sustainability
6. Design Standards for the Streetscape
7. Vehicular Access and Parking Standards
8. Architectural Standards
9. Landscape Standards
10.Lighting Standards
11.Signage Standards



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

1. Reflects Littleton’s Planning 
Goals and Objectives 
• Supports implementation of 

the Littleton Master Plan
• Advances the Littleton 

Station Village Vision Plan



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

2. Connects to and enhances the 
train station and facilities
• New Streets, multiuse paths 

and pedestrian ways connect 
to the station

• Integrates station and parking 
into overall design



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

3. Enhances Littleton’s Visual Character 
and Quality of Life
• Compliments local traditions in 

architecture and landscape
• Preserves important architectural 

and site features
• Supports Littleton’s quality of life



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

4. Organized around the shared 
space of   the public realm
• A unified network of 

walkable streets, greenways 
and public spaces

• Connected to surrounding 
streets and neighborhoods 

• A clear, legible hierarchy of 
street types

• Buildings relate to and 
reinforce the streetscape



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

5. Supports Social, Economic and 
Environmental Sustainability
• Protects and enhances the natural 

environment
• Mixed uses within a compact, efficient 

footprint
• Supports diverse transportation choices
• Supports diverse housing choices
• Energy-efficient design and materials
• Meets LEED or other environmental 

performance standards





Guiding Principles: 
what are we trying   
to achieve?

Specific Standards: 
What is required?

Examples: what 
approach will meet 
the standard? 




