
AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

Under Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Littleton Wetlands Protection ByLaw (Chapter

171), this form must be completed and submitted with the Notice of Intent, Abbreviated Notice of

Resource Area Delineation or Request for Determination of Applicability.

I, __________________________________________________________ (name of applicant or

representative) certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that on ____________________ (date) I

gave notification to abutters in compliance with the second paragraph of the Massachusetts General

Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, DEP requirements for Abutter Notification and with the Littleton

Wetlands ByLaw 171-2.D in connection with the following matter:

A (choose one of below)

_____Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation

_____Request for Determination of Applicability

_____Notice of Intent / Abbreviated Notice of Intent

_____Request for Amended Order of Conditions (MADEP File # 204-_______

has been filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Littleton Wetlands

Protection ByLaw by ____________________________ (name of applicant) with the Littleton

Conservation Commission on ____________ (date) for the property located at

____________________________ (address of land where work is proposed).

The list of abutters with their addresses and a copy of the Notification Abutter form as sent to the

abutters is attached to this Affidavit of Service.

________________________________________________ ______________________

Name Date

Rev 9-14-2023

Sustainable Property Group LLC / Michael Symula
09/18/2023

X

Michael Symula
09/19/2023

18 Porter Road, Littleton, MA 

09/19/2023



TOWN OF LITTLETON
BOARD OF ASSESSORS

P.O. BOX 1305

LITTLETON, MA 01460
(e78) 540-2410

FAX: (978)952-2s2"1

Date: July 18, 2023

Re: Certified List of Abutters Conservation Commission

App licant: Michael Svmula

Name of Firm: Sustainable Property Group
Mailing Address 44 Hilev Brook Rd, Stow, MA 01775

M.G.L. Chapter 131: Section 40 ......... "Any person flling a notice of intention with a conservation commission shall at the same

time give written notification thereof, by delivery in hand or certified mail, return receipt requested, to allabutters within one

hundred feet of the property line of the land where the activity is proposed, but not limited to, owners of land directly opposite

saidproposedactivityonanypublicorprivatestreetorway,andinanothermunicipalityoracrossabodyofwater. Whena

notice of intent proposes activlties on land under water bodies and waterways or on a tract of land greater than 50 acres,

written notification shall be given to all abutters within 100 feet of the proposed project site. Forthe purposes of this action,

"project site" shall mean lands where the following activities are proposed to take place: dredging, excavating, filling, grading,

the erection, reconstruction or expansion of a building or structure, the driving of pilings, the construction or improvement of
roads or other ways and the installation of drainage, sewerage and water systems, and "land under water bodies and

waterways" shall mean the bottom of, or land under, the surface ofthe ocean or an estuary, creek, river stream, pond or lake.

When a notice of intent proposes activity on a linear shaped project site longer than 1,000 feet in length, notification shall be

giventoallabutterswithinl,000feetoftheproposedprojectsite. lfthelinearprojectsitetakesplacewhollywithinan
easement through another person's land, notice shall also be given to the landowner. Said notification shall be at the

applicant's expense, and shall state where copies of the notice of intention may be examined and obtained and where

informationregardingthedate,timeandplaceofthepublichearingmaybeobtained. Proofofsuchnotification,withacopyof
the notice mailed or delivered, shall be filed with the conservation commission.".......

I hereby certify the attached list of abutter (s) as stated in the M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40.

Number of Abutter(s) 13 including the subject parcels + 1 Applicant Requesting Abutter's List

Certified by:

no Office Assistont

Subject Parcel Location: 18 Porter Road

Subject Parcel No.: R12-9-A
Subject Owner Name: Mathew Wilbert
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NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS

Pick one:

__X__Notice of Intent/Abbreviated NOI

_____Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation

_____Request for Determination of Applicability

_____Request to Amend an Order of Conditions (MADEP File # 204______)

Modification for Virtual Meetings

Under MA Wetlands Protection Act and Littleton Wetlands Protection ByLaw (Chapter 171), this form

must be completed and mailed, certified mail return receipt requested, to all abutters at their mailing

addresses shown on the most recent Town Assessor’s records as well as the owner (if not applicant).

In accordance with the MA Wetlands Protection Act and Littleton Wetlands Protection ByLaw Chapter

171-2D, you are hearby notified of a public hearing on the matter described below:

A. The applicant has filed a permit application with the Littleton Conservation Commission for work

in an area subject to protection under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Littleton

Wetlands Protection ByLaw.

B. The name of the applicant is _____________________________________________________

C. The address of the land where the activity is proposed is _____________________________

D. The work proposed is ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

E. Copies of the filing may be examined at the Conservation Commission office at 37 Shattuck

Street Monday through Thursday; 9:00 – 1:00 (please call first to ensure the Conservation Agent

is available and not out on site visits). The office phone number is 978-540-2428.

F. Copies of the filing may be obtained electronically from (check one) the ____applicant or ___ the

applicant’s representative by calling _____-______-_______ during the following times:

_____________________________________________________________

Sustainable Property Group LLC / Michael Symula

18 Porter Road, Littleton MA

Deck in back of home with 4 6X6 posts to the ground

X
978 1248855

9 to 5 

michaelsymula
Inserted Text



G. The public hearing/meeting will be held on _______. Information regarding the date and time

of the public hearing/meeting may be obtained from the Littleton Conservation Commission

(see contact info at the end of this notice).

H. Notice of the public hearing/meeting, including date and time will be published at least five

business days in advance in a paper of local circulation. The agenda, noting times will be posted

at Town Hall and at https://ma-

littleton.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/Search/?term=&CIDs=13,&startDate=&endDate=&dateRa

nge=&dateSelector= at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. It is currently anticipated that

this meeting will be held entirely remotely, pursuant to “An Act Relative to Extending Certain

State of Emergency Accommodations” (July 16, 2022) and the extension of that Act through

March 21, 2025. If the meeting is held remotely, instructions for remote viewing of, and

participation in, the meeting will be included in the agenda and may also be obtained from the

Littleton Conservation Commission.

You may contact the Littleton Conservation Commission staff (Conservation@littletonma.org; 978-540-

2428), or the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection/ Central Region (508-792-7650)

at 8 New Bond Street, Worcester, MA 01606) for information about this application

9-14-2023

Oct. 8
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Littleton Wetland Protection Regulations 

Waiver Request Requirement Information (Section 1.4) 

Date: ___________ Applicant/Owner: _______________________________________ 

Map/Lot: ________ Project Address: ________________________________________ 

In order request a waiver,  the following provides a guidance for required information (attach 
additional text, plans, photos or graphics if needed): 

Project purpose and need: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What specific action(s) is the Waiver being asked for? _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How is the action(s) in the public interest, necessary to avoid a taking, necessary to prevent a 
safety hazard or water dependent? ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How is the action(s) consistent with the intent and purpose of the Bylaw? ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Littleton Conservation Commission 

37 Shattuck Street / Room 303  

Phone: 978 540-2428 
Fax:     978 952-2321 

09/18/2023 Sustainable Property Group LLC

18 Porter Road, Littleton, MA 

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

R12 9 A
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Existing and proposed site conditions (ie, impervious, lawn & disturbed areas) (square feet; 
show on plan): _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Existing and proposed distances of land uses from wetland resource areas (show on plan):  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Analysis of less environmentally damaging practicable alternative: ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed short term and long term protection of wetland resource areas: ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Is the site in a Zone I, II or III (groundwater)  or Zone A, B or C (surface water) water supply 
area: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Are there critical, unique or sensitive resource areas in the area (ie, NHESP mapped habitat, 
vernal pools, unusual wetland types, cold water fisheries, outstanding resource waters, Core 
Habitat, Conservation land, etc); show on plan: ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other factors for consideration: ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________Project: ________________________________ 

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

See attached Project Narrative and Maps

Deck
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Sustainable Property Group 

44 Hiley Brook Road 
Stow, MA 01775 

  



Project Narra+ve 

 

1) Project Overview 

The subject site is located at 18 Porter Road in Li7leton (Parcel ID: R12-9-A), which is a 3-acre single-
family lot with an exisIng house constructed in or around 1975. The applicant is seeking an Order of 
CondiIons to retroacIvely permit the replacement of an exisIng deck as well as to permit the planIng 
of naIve wetland shrubs to enhance the buffer zone to an adjacent wetland on site. 

The original deck was canIlevered off the eastern-facing side of the house. This deck was replaced by 
one that extends 10’ further than the original. The new deck is supported by four posts with bigfoot 
fooIngs. The area where the fooIngs were installed was previously dirt and gravel, so no naIve 
vegetaIon was removed as part of this work and minimal ground disturbance was required to complete 
it. 

Following the deck’s replacement, the applicant was advised by Town officials that the work required 
permiYng under the Massachuse7s Wetlands ProtecIon Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40) and Town of Li7leton 
Wetlands ProtecIon Bylaw (Chapter 171). 

The deck was measured on MassMapper to be approximately 48 feet from the corner of the house, or 
38 feet from the deck fooIngs.  The deck was physically measured to be 28’ from the apparent edge of 
the wetland and the deck fooIngs (approximately 4 square feet total at ground level) are the only 
alteraIons to the wetland buffer zone.  During our measurements, this edge was determined by the 
standing water in the area. 

To provide miIgaIon for the new structure, the applicant is seeking to plant naIve wetland shrub 
species to enhance the funcIonality of the wetland buffer zone. The planIngs shall be placed as close to 
the wetland boundary as possible or located in coordinaIon with the Commission or its Agent. The 
following species are proposed (subject to subsItuIon for a similar/equivalent species dependent upon 
availability): 

Scien&fic Name Common Name Classifica&on Size Quan&ty 
Clethra alnifolia Sweet Pepperbush FAC 2-3 gallon pot 1 

Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush Blueberry FACW 2-3 gallon pot 1 
Viburnum dentatum Northern Arrowwood FACW 2-3 gallon pot 1 

Alnus incana Speckled Alder FACW 2-3 gallon pot 1 
Cornus amomum Silky Dogwood FACW 2-3 gallon pot 1 

 

As part of this NoIce of Intent, the applicant is also seeking a waiver from SecIon 4.2(2) of the Li7leton 
Wetlands ProtecIon RegulaIons, as the deck fooIngs were installed within the locally regulated 50’ no-
disturb buffer zone. 

It is our opinion that the deck, as installed, will not have an adverse impact on the adjacent wetland 
resource areas, and that the proposed naIve shrub planIngs will provide an enhancement to the 
interests protected under the Act and Bylaw. Furthermore, we would argue that the removal of the deck 
at this point would cause addiIonal disturbance within the protected buffer zone. 



Throughout this applicaIon, we will describe the protected resource areas on site and detail the 
project’s compliance with applicable regulatory performance standards. 

2) Resource Areas Present on Site 

Bordering Vegetated Wetland 

310 CMR 10.55(2) defines Bordering Vegetated Wetlands as “freshwater wetlands which border on 
creeks, rivers, streams, ponds and lakes. The types of freshwater wetlands are wet meadows, marshes, 
swamps and bogs. Bordering Vegetated Wetlands are areas where the soils are saturated and/or 
inundated such that they support a predominance of wetland indicator plants.” 

A Bordering Vegetated Wetland associated with Beaver Brook is present on much of the eastern half of 
the property as well as to the south of the property line. The MassGIS wetlands layer idenIfies this area 
as a deep marsh to the east and as a wooded swamp to the south. The wetland boundary was obtained 
from the MassGIS layer and confirmed through visual observaIon in the field. 

The proposed work is not within the BVW but is within the 100’ buffer zone associated with it. 

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 

310 CMR 10.57(2) defines the boundary of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) to be “the 
esImated maximum lateral extent of flood water which will theoreIcally result from the staIsIcal 100-
year frequency storm”. 

FEMA FIRM panel 25017C0219F (eff. 7/7/2014) shows that the 100-year floodplain (AE) associated with 
Beaver Brook covers most of the subject site, with a small area that includes the western porIon of the 
house mapped above the base flood elevaIon (225’ – NAVD88). 

The proposed work is within Bordering Land Subject to Flooding. 

Inland Bank 

310 CMR 10.54(2) defines inland bank as “the porIon of the land surface which normally abuts and 
confines a water body. It occurs between a water body and a vegetated bordering wetland and adjacent 
flood plain, or, in the absence of these, it occurs between a water body and an upland.” 

The Bank of Beaver Brook is present on the property, its locaIon was determined based on review of 
aerial imagery, which shows a clear transiIon from open water to a vegetated wetland. The proposed 
work is approximately 135’ from Bank and is therefore not within this resource area or its associated 
100’ buffer zone. 

Riverfront Area 

310 CMR 10.58(2) defines Riverfront Area as the area of land between a river's mean annual high water 
line and a 200’ parallel line measured horizontally. Beaver Brook is mapped by USGS as a perennial 
stream, and therefore has an associated Riverfront Area. 



Much of the Riverfront Area on site overlaps with the Bordering Vegetated wetland, however a porIon 
of it also overlaps with the land. The proposed work is located within the outer 100’ of the Riverfront 
Area.  

3) Compliance with Applicable Regulatory Performance Standards 

Riverfront Area 

310 CMR 10.58(5) outlines the performance standards associated with the redevelopment of a 
previously developed Riverfront Area. A previously developed riverfront area is defined to contain “areas 
degraded prior to August 7, 1996, by impervious surfaces from exisIng structures or pavement, absence 
of topsoil, junkyards, or abandoned dumping grounds.” As the house on this property was constructed 
prior to 1996, the proposed work requires compliance with the performance standards for 
redevelopment outlined below but does not require an alternaIves analysis as outlined in 310 CMR 
10.58(4). 

Per 310 CMR 10.58(5), work to redevelop previously developed riverfront areas shall conform to the 
following criteria: 

(a) At a minimum, proposed work shall result in an improvement over exis8ng condi8ons of the 
capacity of the riverfront area to protect the interests iden8fied in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40.  

The proposed work includes the installaIon of four deck fooIngs, conservaIvely esImated to 
have 4 square feet of permanent impact, and naIve shrub planIngs designed to provide at least 
20 square feet of vegetaIve cover at plant maturity. The impact of the deck fooIngs is expected 
to be minimal, and the naIve shrub planIngs are expected to provide an improvement over 
exisIng condiIons within the Riverfront Area, and promote the interests idenIfied in the Act.  

(b) Stormwater management is provided according to standards established by the Department. 

Per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)(l) the Stormwater Standards are not applicable, as the proposed work is 
on a single-family house. 

(c) Within 200 foot riverfront areas, proposed work shall not be located closer to the river than 
exis8ng condi8ons or 100 feet, whichever is less, or not closer than exis8ng condi8ons within 25 
foot riverfront areas, except in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g).  

The proposed work is closer than exisIng condiIons but is not closer than 100 feet. 

(d) Proposed work, including expansion of exis8ng structures, shall be located outside the 
riverfront area or toward the riverfront area boundary and away from the river, except in 
accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g).  

The proposed work involves expansion of an exisIng structure toward the river, but miIgaIon is 
proposed pursuant to 10.58(5)(g). 

(e) The area of proposed work shall not exceed the amount of degraded area, provided that the 
proposed work may alter up to 10% if the degraded area is less than 10% of the riverfront area, 
except in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g).  



The proposed work will alter less than 0.1% of the total riverfront area on-site, but miIgaIon 
will be provided pursuant to 10.58(5)(g). 

(f) When an applicant proposes restora8on on-site of degraded riverfront area… 

RestoraIon of degraded riverfront area is not proposed. 

(g) When an applicant proposes mi8ga8on either on-site or in the riverfront area within the 
same general area of the river basin, altera8on may be allowed notwithstanding the criteria of 
310 CMR 10.58(5)(c), (d), or (e) at a ra8o in square feet of at least 2:1 of mi8ga8on area to area 
of altera8on not conforming to the criteria or an equivalent level of environmental protec8on 
where square footage is not a relevant measure… 

MiIgaIon in the form of naIve shrub planIngs is proposed at a raIo of 5:1 to the area of 
alteraIon associated with the deck fooIngs. 

(h) The issuing authority shall include a con8nuing condi8on in the Cer8ficate of Compliance for 
projects under 310 CMR 10.58(5)(f) or (g) prohibi8ng further altera8on within the restora8on or 
mi8ga8on area, except as may be required to maintain the area in its restored or mi8gated 
condi8on. Prior to reques8ng the issuance of the Cer8ficate of Compliance, the applicant shall 
demonstrate the restora8on or mi8ga8on has been successfully completed for at least two 
growing seasons. 

The applicant shall ensure that the naIve shrub planIngs survive and will replace any of the 
planIngs that do not. DocumentaIon shall be provided to the Commission that the miIgaIon 
planIngs are successful over two growing seasons prior to requesIng a CerIficate of 
Compliance. 
 

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (310 CMR 10.57) 

Per 310 CMR 10.57(4)(a), work within Bordering Land Subject to Flooding shall meet the following 
performance standards: 

1. Compensatory storage shall be provided for all flood storage volume that will be lost as the 
result of a proposed project within Bordering Land Subject to Flooding, when in the judgment of 
the issuing authority said loss will cause an increase or will contribute incrementally to an 
increase in the horizontal extent and level of flood waters during peak flows…  

The applicant is not proposing compensatory storage as the only impacts to Bordering Land 
Subject to Flooding are the deck posts, which are conservaIvely esImated to cover a ground 
surface area of 4 square feet and remove 4 cubic feet of flood storage capacity on site. Given the 
size of the site and the adjacent floodplain & wetland area, the alteraIon is assumed to be de 
minimis and seems unlikely to contribute incrementally to an increase in the horizontal extent 
and level of flood waters during peak flows. Furthermore, the naIve shrub planIngs are 
expected to promote storm damage prevenIon and flood control.  



2. Work within Bordering Land Subject to Flooding, including that work required to provide the 
above-specified compensatory storage, shall not restrict flows so as to cause an increase in flood 
stage or velocity.  

The area beneath the deck will not be enclosed, therefore the proposed work will not restrict 
flows so as to cause an increase in flood stage or velocity. 

3. Work in those por8ons of bordering land subject to flooding found to be significant to the 
protec8on of wildlife habitat shall not impair its capacity to provide important wildlife habitat 
func8ons… 

The proposed work is expected to improve wildlife habitat funcIons though the planIng of 
naIve shrub species, which is expected to vastly outweigh any impact from the four new deck 
fooIngs. 
 

Wetland Setbacks (SecGon 4.2, LiKleton Wetland ProtecGon RegulaGons) 

SecIon 4.2 of the Li7leton Wetland ProtecIon RegulaIons prohibits new acIvity or structure within 50’ 
of a BVW or Bank. Given that the constructed deck is within the 50’ buffer zone, the applicant is seeking 
a Waiver from this provision pursuant to SecIon 1.4 of the regulaIons, which requires that: 

a) in the public interest, necessary to avoid a taking, necessary to prevent a safety hazard, or 
water dependent; and 

The proposed work would be in the public interest, as it would consItute a new environmental 
improvement in the condiIons of the buffer zone. The area where the deck fooIngs were 
installed was a previously disturbed area with a gravel/dirt surface. The proposed planIng of 
naIve shrubs would enhance the funcIonality of the buffer zone, and would promote wildlife 
habitat, storm damage prevenIon, flood control, prevenIon of polluIon, among the other 
interests idenIfied in the Act.  

b) consistent with the intent and purpose of the Bylaw; and  

The stated purpose of the Bylaw is to “protect the wetland and water resources of the Town of 
Li7leton…”. The proposed work will result in a net improvement to the resource areas and buffer 
zone on site, which is consistent with this purpose. 

c) the least environmentally damaging prac8cable alterna8ve. 

If the deck were required to be removed, addiIonal ground disturbance within the 50’ buffer 
zone would be required. If the deck is allowed to remain, the only permanent alteraIons would 
be the four fooIngs that were installed to support it. The applicant proposes to offset this 
impact with the planIng of naIve shrubs, which would consItute a net improvement in 
environmental condiIons. 

Buffer Zone AcGvity (SecGon 4.3, LiKleton Wetland ProtecGon RegulaGons) 

The work has been proposed to comply with the performance standards in the Bylaw for acIvity in the 
buffer zone as outlined in SecIon 4.3 of the regulaIons: 



(1) The ac8vity shall not significantly impair the values and func8ons of the adjacent Areas 
Subject to Protec8on. The quan8ty and quality of resource values and func8ons, as well as pre-
project condi8ons, such as ground slope, soil condi8ons, vegeta8on, and prior disturbance of the 
site should be considered explicitly in making this determina8on. Any offse^ng mi8ga8on 
provided shall also be considered… 

The proposed deck is unlikely to significantly impair the values and funcIons of the adjacent 
resource areas, in fact, the funcIons and values are likely to be promoted through the miIgaIon 
planIng of naIve wetland shrub species. 

(2) The amount of net addi8onal impervious coverage created in the Buffer Zone shall be 
minimized to the extent feasible (including by use of pervious alterna8ves).  

AddiIonal impervious area is limited to the four square feet of surface area taken up by the deck 
fooIngs. 

(3) Land owners shall minimize applica8on of fer8lizers containing nitrogen and phosphorus, 
other than for agricultural uses. 

The use of ferIlizers is not proposed. 

Wildlife Habitat (SecGon 4.4, LiKleton Wetland ProtecGon RegulaGons) 

The project is not located within an area mapped as EsImated or Priority Habitat by the Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) as per the effecIve map for the area dated 8/1/2021. The 
proposed work is also outside of any areas mapped as Core Habitat or CriIcal Natural Landscape in 
BioMap. The proposed naIve shrub planIngs are expected to promote the wildlife habitat value of the 
site. 

4) Conclusion 

The applicant is seeking an Order of CondiIons to retroacIvely permit the replacement of an exisIng 
deck and is proposing to provide miIgaIon for this through the planIng of naIve wetland shrubs. It is 
our opinion that the proposed work consItutes a net improvement to the values and interests protected 
under the Act and Bylaw and that it would be a preferable alternaIve to removing the constructed deck. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
Note:  
Before 
completing this 
form consult  
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information 

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site): 

18 Porter Road 
a. Street Address  

Littleton 
b. City/Town 

01460 
c. Zip Code 

Latitude and Longitude: 42.52956 
d. Latitude 

-71.51511 
e. Longitude 

R12-9 
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number   

A 
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

2.  Applicant: 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

Sustainable Property Group, LLC 
c. Organization 

44 Hiley Brook Road 
d. Street Address 
Stow 
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 
    

01775 
g. Zip Code 

 787-705-1830 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):   Check if more than one owner 

Matthew & Deborah 
a. First Name 

Wilbert 
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

 18 Porter Road 
d. Street Address 

  Littleton 
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 
    

01460 
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email address 

 4.  Representative (if any): 

       
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Company 

       
d. Street Address 

       
e. City/Town 
  

      
f. State 

        
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

      
j. Email address 

 
  5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

       
a. Total Fee Paid 

      
b. State Fee Paid 

      
c. City/Town Fee Paid 

  
 
 

 

  



 

wpaform3.doc • rev. 6/18/2020 Page 2 of 9 
 

4 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information (continued) 
 6. General Project Description:  
 Replacement of an existing deck with four new footings and mitigation plantings. See attached 

project description for details. 
  

 7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.) 

  1.  Single Family Home  2.  Residential Subdivision 

  3.  Commercial/Industrial  4.  Dock/Pier 

  5.    Utilities 6.    Coastal engineering Structure 

  7.  Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry)  8.  Transportation 

  9.  Other  

 7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 
Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)? 

  1.   Yes  No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR 
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types) 

        
2. Limited Project Type  

 If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 
CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification.  

 8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for: 

 Middlesex 
a. County 

      
b. Certificate # (if registered land) 

 74436 
c. Book 

534 
d. Page Number 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) 

 1.   Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering   
  Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area. 

 2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3,   
  Coastal Resource Areas). 

 Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.   Bank       
1. linear feet 

      
2. linear feet 

b.  Bordering Vegetated 
  Wetland 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

c.  Land Under 
 Waterbodies and 
 Waterways 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

      
3. cubic yards dredged  

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

d.  Bordering Land 
 Subject to Flooding 

4 
1. square feet 

4 
2. square feet 

  4 
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

0 
4. cubic feet replaced 

 e.  Isolated Land   
  Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
3. cubic feet replaced 

 f.   Riverfront Area Beaver Brook (inland) 
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland 

   2.  Width of Riverfront Area (check one): 
 

   25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only 
  

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only 
 

   200 ft. - All other projects 

 

 

   3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:   81,000 
square feet 

  4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:  

 4 
a. total square feet  

0 
b. square feet within 100 ft. 

4 
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft. 

  5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?     Yes   No 

  6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?     Yes   No 

 3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)  
 Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 
 Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the 

project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.   

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below 

b.  Land Under the Ocean       
1. square feet  

       
2. cubic yards dredged  

c.  Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below 

d.  Coastal Beaches       
1. square feet 

      
2. cubic yards beach nourishment 

 
e.  Coastal Dunes       

1. square feet 
      
2. cubic yards dune nourishment 

 
 Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

 
f.   Coastal Banks       

1. linear feet  
 g.  Rocky Intertidal   

  Shores 
      
1. square feet  

 
h.  Salt Marshes       

1. square feet 
      
2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation 

 i.   Land Under Salt  
  Ponds 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic yards dredged  

 j.   Land Containing  
  Shellfish 

      
1. square feet  

  k.  Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above    

        
1. cubic yards dredged  

  l.  Land Subject to   
   Coastal Storm Flowage 

      
1. square feet  

 4.  Restoration/Enhancement 
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here.  

       
a. square feet of BVW 

      
b. square feet of Salt Marsh 

 5.  Project Involves Stream Crossings 

       
a. number of new stream crossings 

      
b. number of replacement stream crossings 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements 
  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and 

complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions 
(310 CMR 10.11).  

 Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review 
 

1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on 
the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas or go to 
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm.  

 

 

 
a.   Yes   No  If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to: 

   
  Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
  Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
               1 Rabbit Hill Road 
               Westborough, MA 01581 

Phone: (508) 389-6360 

 
 

  

 8/1/2021 
b. Date of map 

   

 If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR 
complete Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, 
by completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take 
up to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below). 

 

 

  c.  Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review*  

   1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:  

    (a) within wetland Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

    (b) outside Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

   2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site 

 2.  Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 
wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 
tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work **    

 (a)    Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
 buffer zone) 

 
(b)    Photographs representative of the site 

 
* Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see https://www.mass.gov/ma-
endangered-species-act-mesa-regulatory-review). 
Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act. 
** MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 
not required as part of the Notice of Intent process. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 
 

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at https://www.mass.gov/how-to/how-to-file-for-
a-mesa-project-review). 
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address 

 

 

   Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit: 

  (d)  Vegetation cover type map of site 

  (e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries 

 
 (f)  OR Check One of the Following 

 
1.    Project is exempt from MESA review.   

Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/exemptions-from-review-for-projectsactivities-in-
priority-habitat; the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated 
habitat pursuant to 310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)         

 

 

  2.    Separate MESA review ongoing.         
a. NHESP Tracking # 

      
b. Date submitted to NHESP 

 
3.  Separate MESA review completed.  

   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management 
   Permit with approved plan.  

 3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
 line or in a fish run? 

  a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only   b.   Yes  No 

 If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either: 

 South Shore - Cohasset to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands: 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
836 South Rodney French Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA  02744 
Email: dmf.envreview-south@mass.gov  

North Shore - Hull to New Hampshire border: 
 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
North Shore Office 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
30 Emerson Avenue 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Email:  dmf.envreview-north@mass.gov  

 

 

 

 Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.   

  c.  Is this an aquaculture project?     d.   Yes  No 

  If yes, include a copy of the Division of Marine Fisheries Certification Letter (M.G.L. c. 130, § 57). 
 
 

  



 

wpaform3.doc • rev. 6/18/2020 Page 7 of 9 
 

4 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)? 

a.   Yes  No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website. 

       
b. ACEC 

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00? 

 a.   Yes  No 

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)? 

a.   Yes  No 

 7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards? 

 a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management 
  Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if: 

 1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in   
  Stormwater  Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3) 

 2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment 

  3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System. 

 b.  No. Check why the project is exempt: 

 1.  Single-family house 

 2.  Emergency road repair 

 3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than 
  or equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas. 

 D.  Additional Information 

  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).  

  Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details. 

 Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of 
the following information you submit to the Department.  

 1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative 
to the boundaries of each affected resource area.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 

Littleton 
City/Town 

 D.  Additional Information (cont’d) 

  3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.), 
    and attach documentation of the methodology.  

 4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI. 

       
a. Plan Title 

       
b. Prepared By 

n/a 
c. Signed and Stamped by 

       
d. Final Revision Date 

      
e. Scale 

       
f. Additional Plan or Document Title 

      
g. Date 

 5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 
listed on this form. 

 6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed. 

 7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed. 

 8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form  

 9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.  

  

  

  

  

 E. Fees 
  1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district 

   of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing 
   authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  

  
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland 
Fee Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:  

 

 

  1062 
2. Municipal Check Number 

09/18/2023 
3. Check date 

  1064 
4. State Check Number 

09/18/2023 
5. Check date 

  Michael 
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

Symula 
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 
Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 

A. Applicant Information 

1. Location of Project: 

18 Porter Road 
a. Street Address 

Littleton 
b. City/Town 

      
c. Check number 

      
d. Fee amount 

2. Applicant Mailing Address: 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

Sustainable Property Group, LLC 
c. Organization 

44 Hiley Brook Road 
d. Mailing Address 

Stow 
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

01775 
g. Zip Code 

 787-705-1830 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

3. Property Owner (if different): 

Matthew & Debroah 
a. First Name 

Wilbert 
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

 18 Porter Road 
d. Mailing Address 

 Littleton 
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

01460 
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

To calculate  
filing fees, refer 
to the category 
fee list and 
examples in the 
instructions for 
filling out WPA 
Form 3 (Notice of 
Intent). 

B. Fees 
Fee should be calculated using the following process & worksheet. Please see Instructions before 
filling out worksheet.  
 
Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and buffer zone. 
 
Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity. 
 
Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the instructions.  
 
Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per category 
(identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a Riverfront Area in 
addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be multiplied by 1.5 and then 
added to the subtotal amount. 
 
Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4. 
 
Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract $12.50. To 
calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 B. Fees (continued) 
  Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number 

of Activities 
Step 

3/Individual 
Activity Fee 

Step 4/Subtotal Activity 
Fee 

    

 Cat. 1a) + 50% (Riverfront Area) 
  

1 
 
 

$110 
 

$165 
 
            

  
      
 

      
 

      
 

 Bylaw Fees: 
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

 Category 1 + 25% (riverfront area)   
x 2 (after-the-fact filing) 
  

1 
 

$55 
 

$137.50 
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 
               Step 5/Total Project Fee:       
 

                Step 6/Fee Payments:  

                  Total Project Fee: $165 
a. Total Fee from Step 5 

   State share of filing Fee: $70 
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50 

  City/Town share of filling Fee: $95 
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50 

 C. Submittal Requirements 
 

a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Box 4062 
Boston, MA 02211 

 
b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of 

this form; and the city/town fee payment. 
 

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these 
electronically.) 
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