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Introduction  

 
Summary 

 

18 Mill Lane is a single-family home sitting on a 1.05-acre lot. The lot contains a 
wetland system to the southerly and easterly sections of the property. The project 
proposal is for the construction of a replacement septic system. Analysis of the lot 
reveals a portion of the leach field, added pump chamber and a small section of main 
with limited grading to accommodate the system is within the limits of the 100-foot 
buffer zone.  No work is proposed within a bordering vegetated wetland.  This proposal 
of the septic system within the outer portion of the buffer zone necessitates the filing of 
a Request for a Determination.  

 
Specifics of the lot 

 

The lot is a 1.05-acre lot with approximately 60% of the lot being developed. The lot 
does not contain a flood plain overlay visible on Mass GIS. The lot does not contain 
certified or potential vernal pools, an area of Critical Environmental Concern nor rare 
species habitat. Work within the buffer zone would only result in minimal excavation 
with little post development changes in elevation, therefore, impact is limited to 
temporary soil disturbances during construction. The closest point of the Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland present is 91 feet. Erosion protection on the Northeasterly side 
of the yard at the limits of the inner 75 foot section of the buffer zone (75 feet from 
edge of wetland) is proposed to prevent any chance of an erosion event entering into 
the wetland resource area. It is noteworthy that the proposed placement is directly 
behind the single-family home which is currently used as a yard area. This proposed 
system is maximally sited to allow for placement away from the resource area. There 
is no over-story removal that would be required as the septic system would be placed 
on the existing lawn area. The area would be loomed and seeded and re-established 
as yard. The total of the work within the buffer zone for the leach field is 150 square 
feet. 
 
Commencement of Construction Activities and Timelines: 

 

All proposed construction is estimated to be completed through stabilization in a two-
week  maximum construction schedule. This schedule of course, may be adjusted due 
to  weather related conditions. 
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Bordering Vegetated Wetland 

 
The following outlines the mix of BVW vegetation that was noted on the site by Matthew S. Marro 
Environmental Consulting and was noted by Wetland flags on site WF 1A-15A. 
 
The Bordering Vegetated Wetland, has among the following in place within the limits of the wetland: 
 

Botanical Name Common Name Wetland Indicator Statusi 

Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern FACW 

Osmundastrum 
cinnamomeum 

Cinnamon Fern FACW 

Acer Rubrum Red Maple FAC 

Symplocarpus foetidus Skunk Cabbage OBL 

Quercus rubra Northern Red Oak FACU 

Vaccinium corymbosum High Bush Blueberry OBL 

   

 

 
Proposed Construction Mitigation and Sequencing  
 

 
The proposed sequence of work is as follows: 

• Placement of erosion controls proposed on the easterly side of the property. 
Erosion Protection will be placed closer to the limit of work to ensure work will 
not traverse within 75 feet of the wetland resource area. 

• Excavate site for placement of the leach field and tank. 

• Installation of any remaining hardware. 

• Restoration of disturbed lawn areas. 

• Remove erosion controls once areas are stabilized and approved by the 

Conservation Commission. 
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Mitigation Measures: 
 
 

 

The following mitigation measures are proposed and noted on the accompanying plan: 
 

• Minimize newly disturbed areas of the buffer  zone. 

• Maintain all structures and permanent work to ensure no encroachment within 
the remaining portion of the buffer zone. 

• Erosion control installed prior to ground disturbance. 

• Minimize construction duration to within two weeks as a maximum. 

• Dewatering activities, if necessary, will be pumped out of the buffer zone in the 
northerly section of the lot out of the buffer zone. The decant water will be 
pumped into a lined sump hole. This will ensure that no  decant water that may 
have silt in it will make its way to the buffer zone or bordering vegetated 
wetland. 

 
 

Conclusion.  
 
With the considerations of a limited and minimized work area, optimally located and 
proposed mitigation for the protection of the resource area, it is the opinion of Marro 
Environmental Consulting, the proposal protects the resource areas from alteration. It is 
noteworthy the work is within an existing developed area. By adopting the construction 
sequence and mitigation noted on the accompanying plans, respectfully, on behalf of 
Henry Christle, we hope the commission will agree allow a Negative Determination to 
be issued. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this Request for a Determination.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

 

 

Matthew S. Marro, 
Consulting Agent/Principal  

Cc: File 

       Client 

 MassDEP 
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    FEMA FIRMETTE 
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 SITE PLAN
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     Site Plan by Civil Soultions 
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Abutter materials 
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