
[image: image1.jpg]



MEMORANDUM
MADEP #204-1000
Cloverdale ADA Trail

Great Road, Littleton

From: Amy Green (Conservation Agent)

To: File
Date: May 7, 2024
________________________________________________________________________

The following responses are provided to MADEP’s comments issued with the MADEP file number:
1. Riverfront Area: As per MADEP #204-0765 and other filings, approximately 500,000 sf of Riverfront occurs on the site. No impervious area occurs within the 200 feet, and the existing boardwalk is the only built structure. As shown on the attached Riverfront graphics, the 200 foot Riverfront Area is almost entirely within the Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The proposed ADA Trail will, at a maximum, occur within approximately 100 sq ft of the outer Riverfront Area and within currently mowed vegetation where foot traffic is creating muddy areas. Wildlife passage and water flow will continue unobstructed.  Given the nature of the proposed work being a connector from the parking lot to the existing ADA compliant boardwalk, the only alternative would be the No Build.
2. BVW Impact: As per earlier filings (eg MADEP #204-0863 for the original main boardwalk), only the actual footings were considered to be an impact (10 sq ft). The new part of the boardwalk will be more than 2 feet above any ground surface, and the gaps between planks have been maximized, while still meeting ADA criteria as per the rest of the boardwalk. For simplicity, however, the replication area has been expanded to 64 sq ft (see below).
3. Replication: The attached figures show the general location of the proposed 64 sq ft (minimum) of proposed wetland replication. This area is an old fill berm that was partially removed for wetland replication as part of MADEP #204-0863. As demonstrated in the Request for Certificate of Compliance for that project, this mitigation area is well suited for success. The area will be excavated to the current wetland elevation and seeded with a wetland seed mix. It is expected that the seed bank and adjacent wetland emergent plants will quickly re-establish the area as wetland. The area will be monitored at the beginning and end of the growing season for at least two years for 75% wetland vegetative growth before a Certificate of Compliance will be requested. A photographic record will be maintained, as well as documentation of plant species and hydrologic observation.
A revised page 3 of 9 of the NOI form is attached to reflect these changes.
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