
 
From: Erica Podgorni  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2022 1:33 PM 
To: SelectBoard <SelectBoard@littletonma.org>; Maren Toohill <MToohill@littletonma.org> 
Subject: Firearms Business zoning and the Mill 
 
**THIS EMAIL WAS SENT BY AN EXTERNAL SENDER**  
Please forward to all Planning Board and Select Board Members 
 
Dear Planning and Select Board Members, 
  
I am writing to you, as a citizen of Littleton, to express concern about the proliferation of gun 
stores in our town.  The current location and volume of stores in close proximity to the town 
center and future King Street common is a major safety concern and threatens the livelihood of 
our town.  
 
The lack of compliance by some of the stores with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Notice 
regarding the definition of assault weapons to receive a special permit from the town of Littleton 
only makes this situation that much more dangerous.  
 
I urge you to move quickly on a proposed Firearms Business bylaw for the town and propose a 
Special Town meeting in the next thirty days.  
  
There are clear parallels between proximity to gun stores and higher rates of death among 
youth. As we emerge from a global pandemic, with soaring rates of youth depression and 
anxiety, it is especially worrying to note that studies have identified gun-shop proximity as a 
significant risk factors for youth suicide. In addition, studies have clearly shown that increases in 
gun availability are strongly correlated with higher rates of gun-associated deaths, including 
homicides, suicides, and accidental shootings. Mass shootings—including school shootings—
are an epidemic in this country. Littleton is not immune.   
As many of these businesses already exist in town and will not be impacted by the new zoning 
bylaw. These dealers are of grave concern. I urge you to support the sale of the Mill to Sal 
Lupoli for development. While I understand the desire to save historic buildings, the Mill is not 
worth saving and attempting to save it certainly is not worth the ongoing threat it poses to our 
community.  
As a community we are committed to developing our Common area as a walking downtown 
filled with residences and shops. We are investing in infrastructure to attract businesses to our 
town. The presence of these dealers is a threat to our ability to carry out our Master Plan. What 
shop will want to set up next to the biggest conglomeration of gun dealers in the country? What 
families will want to spend the day eating and shopping alongside the biggest conglomeration of 
gun dealers in the country? 
 

As community leaders, you must do everything you can to protect our community against gun 
violence and put forth the strictest bylaw as quickly as possible. Right now, your priority should 
be restricting gun stores in our town.  
  
Thank you, 
Erica Podgorni 
Fox Lane 



 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Erica Podgorni 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 7:58 PM 
To: Maren Toohill <MToohill@littletonma.org>; SelectBoard <SelectBoard@littletonma.org> 
Subject: Stop Gun Stores in Littleton Petition 
 
**THIS EMAIL WAS SENT BY AN EXTERNAL SENDER** 
 
 
 
**Please forward this email along with the email petition sent via Action Network to all members of the 
Select Board and Planning Board 
 
Dear Select Board and Planning Board Members, 
 
You should have received a copy of a petition recently launched by a group of citizens concerned about 
the proliferation of gun dealers in our small town. In our initial days of this effort 124 people have 
signed it and we anticipate more will continue to sign.  
 
We appreciate the efforts by the boards up to this point and want you to know that this continues to be 
a major concern on the minds of Littleton residents. We are asking that you act swiftly to enact the 
strictest possible zoning regulations to limit the number, location and scope of gun dealers in our town.  
 
Thank you, 
Erica Podgorni 
 
 



 
From: Anthony Ansaldi  
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 12:30 PM 
To: Mark Montanari Delisa Laterzo Bartlett Harvey - MPUSC Anna Hueston > 
Cc: Maren Toohill <MToohill@littletonma.org>; Ryan Ferrara <rferrara@littletonma.org> 
Subject: FW: Littleton Select Board and Planning Board, Stop Gun Stores in Littleton 
 
FYI 
 
From: Erica Podgorni via ActionNetwork.org  
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 7:34 PM 
To: SelectBoard <SelectBoard@littletonma.org> 
Subject: Littleton Select Board and Planning Board, Stop Gun Stores in Littleton 
 
 
**THIS EMAIL WAS SENT BY AN EXTERNAL SENDER**  

Littleton Select Board and Planning Board,  

124 people have signed a petition on Action Network telling you to Stop Gun Stores in 

Littleton.  

Here is the petition they signed:  

We the citizens of Littleton are writing to express our opposition to the 80+ gun dealers 

located at 410 Great Road. This location is less than a mile from the Russell Street/Middle 

School complex. It is right in the heart of Littleton Common.  

In the United States, 40,620 people are killed in an average year by guns. Homicide by gun 

has increased 70% from 2011 and 2020. Research is clear that more guns in a community 

leads to more deaths through homicide, suicide and accidental shootings.  

We are asking Littleton town leaders to take urgent action to protect our community and 

surrounding communities by enacting the strictest zoning bylaws for gun sales allowable in 

order to stop the proliferation of dealers in our small town.  

You can view each petition signer and the comments they left you in the attached PDF.  



Thank you,  

Stop Gun Stores in Littleton 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Littleton Select Board and Planning Board,

124 people have signed a petition on Action Network telling you to Stop Gun Stores in Littleton.

Here is the petition they signed:

We the citizens of Littleton are writing to express our opposition to the 80+ gun dealers
located at 410 Great Road. This location is less than a mile from the Russell Street/Middle
School complex. It is right in the heart of Littleton Common. 

In the United States, 40,620 people are killed in an average year by guns. Homicide by gun
has increased 70% from 2011 and 2020. Research is clear that more guns in a community
leads to more deaths through homicide, suicide and accidental shootings. 

We are asking Littleton town leaders to take urgent action to protect our community and
surrounding communities by enacting the strictest zoning bylaws for gun sales allowable in
order to stop the proliferation of dealers in our small town.

You can view each petition signer and the comments they left you below.

Thank you,

Stop Gun Stores in Littleton

1. Jennifer  Hamilton (ZIP code: 01460)

2. Aaron Podgorni (ZIP code: 01460)

3. Amber Dressel (ZIP code: 01460)
I am 19 years old and I live .3 miles away from 80+ gun dealers in Littleton, MA. This is not okay and I
am scared for my town.

4. Aisleen  McColl-Carboni  (ZIP code: 01460)

5. Amy Medugno (ZIP code: 01460)

6. Amy Lee (ZIP code: 01460)

7. Ananda Apfelbaum (ZIP code: 01460)
I am opposed to all  gun sales in LIttleton and want the gun dealers to be  moved out of Littleton asap.
Otherwise we have blood on our hands  .

8. Andrea Hill (ZIP code: 01460)



9. Ana Reinherz (ZIP code: 01460)

10. Becca Carnahan (ZIP code: 01460)

11. Brad Hamilton (ZIP code: 01460)
-Littleton Population = 10,141 (census 2020)
-Of which 23.1% (2,243 ) are under the age of 18 (census 2020) 
-Means only 7,798 individuals eligible to buy a gun and we have ~90 gun dealers in town: 1 for every
87 individual
-BTW - only 15% of the population in MA actually owns a gun.
-By that measure we have 1 dealer for every 13 gun owners in Littleton.

12. Mary (Bobbie) Dressel (ZIP code: 01460)
I attended the last Planning Board meeting and was very encouraged by the work being done to draft
new zoning bylaws. I am concerned  that if these zoning bylaws are not enacted quickly, the current
gun dealers at the Mill may move to another location in Littleton and once again be grandfathered in
to the current bylaws. I request a special town meet be scheduled ASAP to vote on new zoning
bylaws to protect our community from this proliferation of gun dealers.

13. Brian Tarbox (ZIP code: 01460)

14. C R (ZIP code: 01460)

15. Caprice  Tarbox  (ZIP code: 01460)

16. Cara Falconi (ZIP code: Y)

17. Cathy Court  (ZIP code: 01460)

18. Colleen Fitzgerald (ZIP code: 01460)

19. lisa pohl (ZIP code: 01460)

20. Cindy Guidi (ZIP code: 01460)

21. Debra  Poklemba-Anderson (ZIP code: 01460)

22. Danielle  (ZIP code: 01460)

23. Danielle Fryer (ZIP code: 01460)
We need to protect our kids!

24. Denise Smith (ZIP code: 01460)



25. Donna Goodwill  (ZIP code: 01460)

26. Douglas Rank (ZIP code: 01460)

27. Beth  Nordhausen (ZIP code: 01460)

28. Erica Podgorni (ZIP code: 01460)

29. Emily Podgorni (ZIP code: 01460)
This whole process needs to be more transparent, the people who live here shouldn’t have to pry at
the town meetings to get straight answers and solutions.

30. Emily Clark (ZIP code: 01460)
Speedy bylaw, please.

31. Eva Apfelbaum (ZIP code: 01460)
Please move the gun dealers out of Littleton. We don't want them here.

32. Emily  Young (ZIP code: 01460)

33. Brian Francis (ZIP code: 01460)

34. Grace Healy (ZIP code: 01460)

35. Geoff Hadley (ZIP code: 01460)

36. Goo Newman (ZIP code: 01460)

37. Greg Stahovec (ZIP code: 01460)

38. John Hanson Mitchell (ZIP code: 01460)
No matter what the official inspectors say, the gun shops of the mill are a perfect example of the
places in which ghost guns are constructed. They commonly occur in coastal cities and towns in
states such as California Connecticut and Massachusetts that have very strict gun laws.

I had occasion to share a studio in the mill and at the time I contacted Jamie Eldridge and others
about what seemed to me a clear case of ghost gun production. No one answered.

This is an uphill battle — but worth fighting.

39. Holly  Redmond (ZIP code: 01460)

40. Heidi Hider (ZIP code: 01460)



41. Maria  Borowski  (ZIP code: 01460)
This needs to stop in behalf of the safety of this town.

42. Kate Jacobsen  (ZIP code: 01460)
We do not want all of these gun stores in our town! How did Littleton let this happen!? We expect our
elected officials to take this seriously and reduce the number of gun retailers in town.

43. Holly Chris (ZIP code: 01460)

44. Elizabeth Barone (ZIP code: 01606)

45. Janice Branco (ZIP code: 01460)

46. Janice  Huber OCallaghan (ZIP code: 01460)

47. Janice Cosentino (ZIP code: 01460)

48. Janet Cozzens (ZIP code: 01460)

49. Jean Kozma (ZIP code: 01740)
It is so scary that there is such a large amount of guns in such a beautiful small town as Littleton and
with so many surrounding small towns. It’s dangerous and it should be shut down

50. Jeanine Wood (ZIP code: 01460)

51. Jena Falconi (ZIP code: 01460)

52. Jenna Campbell (ZIP code: 01460)

53. Jennie Boyer (ZIP code: 01460)

54. Jennifer  Wilson  (ZIP code: 01460)

55. Jennifer Pletcher (ZIP code: 01460)
No gun stores in Littleton!

56. J L Cameron (ZIP code: 01460)
The Mill is also less than a mile from SLS. 

Speaking to a friend who is a police officer in our county, shootings in Middlesex County have spiked
recently. I sure would be interested in learning where those guns have come from.

57. Jill Brown (ZIP code: 01460)
Can we limit the number of gun shops in town, let alone in one building? Can we prohibit gun shops



from being established within a certain distance from schools, houses of worship etc? Can we make it
impossible to buy all the components for an assault gun in one town, let alone anywhere?

58. Jessica Reid (ZIP code: 01460)

59. Jennifer Halloran (ZIP code: 01460)

60. Julie Rupp  (ZIP code: 01460)
I’m not sure any of our elected leaders could have predicted the situation we find ourselves in but I
very much support zoning to prevent a conglomeration of gun dealers at our Common.

61. Joan Fischer (ZIP code: 01720)

62. John Appleton (ZIP code: 01460)

63. Jeff Tully (ZIP code: 01460)
Stop gun stores in Littleton!!!

64. Julie Seitter (ZIP code: 01460)

65. Alexis Chrobak (ZIP code: 01460)

66. Kasia Piekarz (ZIP code: 07040)

67. Kathryn Provost (ZIP code: 01460)

68. Katie Carruth (ZIP code: 01460)

69. Kaylyn Dressel (ZIP code: 01460)

70. Kenrick Liu (ZIP code: 01460)

71. Karen Kiernan (ZIP code: 01460)

72. Kim Fenton (ZIP code: 01460)

73. Kimberly Harriman (ZIP code: 01460)

74. Katelyn Mazaka (ZIP code: 01460)

75. Katie Rank (ZIP code: 01460)

76. Rose Deremian (ZIP code: 01460)



77. Lelia Leary (ZIP code: 01460)
This is extremely disturbing that we’re letting this happen in our lovely town

78. Leslie Barthel (ZIP code: 01460)

79. Lindsey Wasmer (ZIP code: 01460)
Ban all gun sales! I can’t even believe this town has to voice this concern!!!!!

80. Linnea Blaine  (ZIP code: 01460)

81. Lisa Stahovec  (ZIP code: 01460)

82. Lori Rider (ZIP code: 01460)

83. Lynn DeLorenzo (ZIP code: 01460)

84. Matt Lyons (ZIP code: 01460)

85. MJ  Golias  (ZIP code: 01460)
No gun dealers in town

86. Marcy Wanzer (ZIP code: 01460)
We want the strictest gun laws possible! Please act swiftly, and leave absolutely NO loopholes!
Thank you,
Marcy Wanzer

87. Marianne Heer (ZIP code: 01460)
Thank you to the Select Board and Planning Board for your attention to this important matter and
making it a priority.

88. Margot Bloomstein (ZIP code: 01460)
Please enact common sense zoning to limit the number AND proximity/co-location of gun dealers in
our town.

89. Megan Rank (ZIP code: 01460)
We do not need multiple gun dealers in close proximity , it needs to be made harder to get the parts
of assault weapons not made easier in this country .

90. Melissa Baern (ZIP code: 01460)
Please take action on this. Not only do we need to make our own community safer, we need to
remove the possibility of assembling dangerous weapons through purchases from multiple stores,
and we need to set an example for other communities.

91. Mary-Ellen Lyons (ZIP code: 01460)



92. Meredith Bausemer (ZIP code: 01460)

93. Molly Flannery (ZIP code: 01460)

94. Elizabeth Murray (ZIP code: 01460)

95. Natalie  Koncki  (ZIP code: 01460)

96. Nicole Myers (ZIP code: 01460)

97. Karin Ellingboe (ZIP code: 01460)

98. Owen Baern (ZIP code: 01460)

99. Parvathi Menon (ZIP code: 01460)

100. Patrick Bausemer (ZIP code: 01460)

101. Rachel Russell (ZIP code: 01460)

102. Richard Fitzgerald (ZIP code: 01460)

103. Randall Boyd  (ZIP code: 01460)

104. Ryan Cozzens (ZIP code: 01460)

105. Pamela Sanderson (ZIP code: 01460)

106. Sarada Chemuturi (ZIP code: 01460)

107. Stephen Anderson (ZIP code: 01460)

108. Scott Dressel (ZIP code: 01460)

109. Scott Glorioso (ZIP code: 01460)

110. Shelley Hartz (ZIP code: 01460)

111. Sheila Kobaly (ZIP code: 01460)

112. Stephanie  Kraft (ZIP code: 01460)



113. Stacy Desmarais  (ZIP code: 01460)

114. Gail Doyon (ZIP code: 01460)

115. Sharon Tully (ZIP code: 01460)
Thank you for your attention on this.

116. Susan Silberberg (ZIP code: 01460)
Thank you for doing this.  I am happy to help in these efforts.

117. Tess Degen (ZIP code: 01460)

118. Laura Thibodeau  (ZIP code: 01720)

119. Tracey Blakemore (ZIP code: 01460)

120. Susan Palmer (ZIP code: 01460)
I’m concerned about the increasing number of gun retailers at the Mill, and that there is no plan to
limit how many sellers there can be.

121. Wendie Sammarco (ZIP code: 01460)



 
From: Erica Podgorni  
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2022 6:13 AM 
To: Maren Toohill <MToohill@littletonma.org> 
Cc: SelectBoard <SelectBoard@littletonma.org> 
Subject: Firearms Business Bylaw 
 
 
 
**THIS EMAIL WAS SENT BY AN EXTERNAL SENDER**  
*****Please forward this to the entire board****** 
 
Dear Planning Board, 
 
Thank you for the time and effort you have put into drafting the Firearms Business Bylaw. This 
work is essential to promoting the safety of our community and the economic development of 
our town. 
 
We are looking forward to the November 10th public hearing and the final bylaw. It is important 
to us that some of what was discussed at the last meeting is incorporated into the bylaw.  
 
Please consider these amendments to your draft: 
 

1. Increase the distance to a school or daycare from 1,000 ft to 1,500 ft 
2. Confirm proper language to ensure only one dealer with one license may operate as a 

firearm business (no collaboratives) 
3. Incorporate specific language regarding security requirements (see attached language 

from the Gifford’s Law Center) 
4. Incorporate requirement for Liability Insurance (see attached language from the Gifford’s 

Law Center) 
5. Incorporate a requirement into the Special Permit process that the dealer commit to 

adhering to the Attorney General’s enforcement notice regarding the Massachusetts 
Assault Weapons Ban 

6. Ensure the definition of firearm prevents the sale of disassembled firearms 
7. Incorporate language (if deemed legal by Town Counsel) to limit firearms sales to retail 

sales and not to police departments. This should limit the inventory of high capacity 
firearms that are not legal for the general public to have 

 
If these items cannot be added, we request that an explanation be provided prior to the 
hearing.  
 

After watching the remainder of last week’s meeting online, we are concerned about the 
possibility of waiting for the spring Annual Town Meeting to bring this bylaw forward. We would 
like to understand the reasoning for this and the ramifications.  This issue is too important to our 
town to wait and we have the support to pass it now and if necessary we will start a petition to 
schedule a special town meeting for this bylaw within the next 45 days.   
 



If this bylaw vote is pushed to the spring we would like to understand what happens if someone 
attempts to get a dealer’s license in town after November 10 but before Town Meeting. What 
happens if the bylaw does not get the necessary ⅔ majority?  
 
We would also like to understand the status of the Mill building. What is the board doing to 
enable the sale of the Mill to Lupoli? We would like to see you remove any barriers to this sale 
and razing of the building. The residents of Littleton have demonstrated that their priority is to 
get these dealers out of Littleton not saving the Mill. Requiring Lupoli to save any portion of the 
building is not worth the possibility that he would pull out and we would be left with a 
deteriorating building filled with gun dealers. The King Street Common and our town’s future 
continues to be at risk given that we’re now known as housing the The Most Federally Licensed 
Gun Dealers in the U.S.  
 
We look forward to hearing back from you with answers to these questions. If one or two of you 
would prefer to discuss this in person, we are open to that as well. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Erica Podgorni 
Greg Stahovec 
Bobbie Dressel 
 
Stopgunstoresinlittleton.org 
cc: Select Board 
 
 

Security 
All Firearm Business Uses shall submit a security plan to the Littleton Police Department for 
review and approval annually. The plan must include, but not be limited to, the following: 
a. Proposed provisions for security.  
            i. If the proposed or current business location is to be used at least in part for the sale of 
firearms, all heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, and service openings shall be secured with 
steel bars or metal grating 
            ii. Any time a permittee is open for business, every firearm shall be unloaded, 
inaccessible to the public and secured using one of the following three methods, except in the 
immediate presence of and under the direct supervision of an employee of the permittee:  
(1) Secured within a locked case so that a customer seeking access to the firearm must ask an 
employee of the permittee for assistance;  
(2) Secured behind a counter where only the permittee and the permittee’s employees are 
allowed. During the absence of the permittee or a permittee’s employee from the counter, the 
counter shall be secured with a locked, impenetrable barrier that extends from the floor or 
counter to the ceiling; or  
(3) Secured with a hardened steel rod or cable of at least one-fourth inch in diameter through 
the trigger guard of the firearm. The steel rod or cable shall be secured with a hardened steel 
lock that has a shackle. The lock and shackle shall be protected or shielded from the use of a 
boltcutter and the rod or cable shall be anchored in a manner that prevents the removal of the 
firearm from the premises. No more than five firearms may be affixed to any one rod or cable at 
any time. 



 
            iii. Any time a permittee is open for business, all ammunition shall be stored so that it is 
inaccessible to the public and secured using one of the methods mentioned in subsection (d)(1) 
or (2), except in the immediate presence of and under the direct supervision of an employee of 
the permittee 
b. The physical layout of the interior. 
c. After hours storage of all Firearms: 
i. In a locked fireproof safe or vault in the licensee's business premises; or  
ii. Secured with a hardened steel rod or cable of at least one-fourth inch in diameter through the 
trigger guard of the firearm. The steel rod or cable shall be secured with a hardened steel lock 
that has a shackle. The lock and shackle shall be protected or shielded from the use of a 
boltcutter and the rod or cable shall be anchored in a manner that prevents the removal of the 
firearm from the premises. No more than five firearms may be affixed to any one rod or cable at 
any time. 
d. The names, ages and addresses of all persons who will have access to or control of 
workplace firearms or ammunition, including but not limited to, the applicant’s employees, 
agents and/or supervisors, if any.  
 
Liability Insurance  

a. If the proposed or current business location is to be used for the sale of firearms, 
no law enforcement permit shall be issued or reissued unless there is in effect a 
policy of insurance in a form approved by the Town of Littleton and executed by 
an insurance company approved by the Town of Littleton, insuring the applicant 
against liability for damage to property and for injury to or death of any person as 
a result of the theft, sale, lease or transfer or offering for sale, lease or transfer of 
a firearm or ammunition, or any other operations of the business. The policy shall 
also name the Town of Littleton and its officers, employees and agents as 
additional insureds. The limits of liability shall not be less than $1,000,000 for 
each incident of damage to property or incident of injury or death to a person; 
provided, however, that increased limits of liability may be required by the Town 
of Littleton if deemed necessary. 

b. The policy of insurance shall contain an endorsement providing that the policy 
shall not be canceled until written notice has been given to the Town 
Administrator at least 30 days prior to the time the cancellation becomes 
effective.  

c. Upon expiration of the policy of insurance, and if no additional insurance is 
obtained, the law enforcement permit is considered revoked without further 
notice. 
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